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Born in 1979 in Kobe.

Since he was in elementary school, Tomoyuki Hirano has been making his artworks with the aspiration of being
the best comic artist in the universe. Most of his works are themed around transforming heroes. All the careful
drawings, unique lettering, and story development are something he taught himself, and his works are created from
the large volume of sketches he makes.

I visited his studio before. A small studio space was created only for Hirano, separated from other people’s working
spaces by a simple wall. He has been attending Kobe Koseien for over twenty years. When he first started going
there, there was no art class and he only made his works at home. At the institution, he drew comics on blank space
he found such as a corner of a box or envelope, during recess. Twelve years passed, and one day, by chance, a member
of staff at the institution, who likes arts, saw the comics Hirano drew and was moved by them. The encounter
between Hirano and the member of staff created a spark and art classes were created in the institution.

It was at the exhibition held at art space co-jin in 2018"", where I saw Hirano’s comic works for the first time. At first
glance, words in his comics looked grammatically incorrect according to the education I have gone through.
However, all the characters in the comics seemed not to feel anything strange about the grammatically incorrect
world they inhabit and the story went on. Tt made me feel as if I was seeing my own daily life from a bird-eye view.
I felt that his comics were dropping a hint that no one actually understands but everyone acts as if they clearly
understand and continue their life.

*1: “There Are Two Me — Exhibition by Tomoyuki Hirano and Tomoyuki Hirano =" held at art space co-jin in Kyoto from January 30 to

March 18, 2018.
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